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Dear sir, 14th October 1911.

It gives me pleasure to write my opinion on the Satavadhanam
as far as I witnessed it, lately performed in the College Hzll. The
tests of the Sastri’s powers of memory were thorough and enacting
To me they seemed unnecessarily exhaustive, witk a-chance to
each and every comer to question the poet. One may, indced I
think must, conclude that the sentences, .the phrases and the
arrangements of words on a miscelaneous set of 100 subjects, done
in poetry, will become the same or similar in the different exhi-
bitions of powers, at different places, From this view it is the least
part of the Sastris skill that he can make 100 poems, impromptu
upon 100 Subjeots chosen at random. He may, therefore, repeat
himself. Neverthelees he can not repeat himself altogether unless
he has friends, abettors, who at each place propose the same sub-
jects, and somewhat in the same order. The way the 100 subjects
‘were proposed in Guntur 1s against any theary of h/elp from friends
on the whole.  The Sastri has therefore shown in Guntur, a won-
derful quickness and diversity of power in producing poetry on the

occasion. .
| Seeing then, that his subjects and the order of the same, can

"not be alike on separate exhibitions of his skill, I am the more
impressed with the marvelous power of memory he._‘ possesses. That
" this is a trained power is apparent, but then the training too, shows
itsetf marvelous. It has occurred to me that a possible explanation
of this power of memory might be the Sastri’s practice on all possi-
ble subjects before hand, making him prepared for anything to be
proposed. He would thus have an all-comprehensive repertoire from
which to draw. However, if he did this, his repertoire would be a
marvel of supply the like of which I have never heard. Hetherfore
plainly has a power of concentration and of registration in his

memory that excels anything I had hitherto imagined.
[ repeat, then, that the exhibition has been to me the mani-

festation of a wonderful power of impromptu poetry making and of
a marvelous power of remembering and recalling such impromptu

I am very respectfully
yours,
L.. L. UHL, M. A,, Ph. D.,
Principal,
A E. L. M. Colleg, Guntur.

poetry.
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16th. Oct. 1911,
Dear sir,

Tne experience of attending a Satavadhanam was indeed
something new, I had heard of the Powers of men in India in
performing intellectul feats but this was the first opportunity of
witnessing any thing of the kind. To say the least, I was greatly
impressed with the evident power of the Satavadhani. His ability
to ccncentrate upon an impromptu subject-even in the midst of the
unavoidable confusion in the Hall was to me remarkable. I can
imagine power to compose extemporaneous poetry, but to compose
it line after line at long intervals of time, and then to remember
not only the numbers belonging to the varions subjects but also the
actual lines produced, must surely be considerable almost marvelous

Personally, I am glad for the opportunity of actually
witnessing this power, and am pleased to congratulate most heartily

the Satavadhant himseif.
Yours sincerely,

J. ROY STROCK. M. A, B. D,,
Vice Principal and Professor of Science,

A. E. L. M. College, Guntur.
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